
 

 

Global Undergraduate Exchange (UGRAD) Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Is Global UGRAD a degree program? 

No. The Global UGRAD exchange program provides one-semester scholarships to outstanding 

undergraduate students from around the world (including Central Asia) for non-degree, full-time 

study in the United States. UGRAD students will not earn a degree during the program. 

Where should I submit an application to the program? 

Applications to Global UGRAD must be submitted online on the World Learning Student Portal  

I am a person with disabilities. Can I apply? 

You can certainly apply. Candidates will be considered without respect to disabilities, race, 

color, religion, national origin, or gender. Persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to 

apply. 

I have vision disabilities. How can I complete the online application? 

The Global UGRAD online application is JAWS compatible for applicants with vision disabilities. 

They may also choose to submit paper applications.  

Has any student with vision disabilities ever been selected for the Global UGRAD 

program?  

Yes. The U.S. Department of State is proud of its record of inclusion. In the past, World 

Learning has accommodated students with vision impairment from several countries, including 

Nepal, Philippines, and Russian Federation. Please find the video of Erick Marco Ramos, the 

first Global UGRAD finalist with vision disabilities. Learn here about his experience with the 

program.  

Do I have to complete the application in one sitting? 

No. After you start filling out the application, you can save your progress, log out of your World 

Learning account, and resume the application process at your convenience. Please also 

remember to save your responses frequently, as your session will time out after 59 minutes. 

Please keep in mind the deadline of December 31. 

Do I have to respond to all Essay Choices in the application? 

http://exchangeprograms.worldlearning.org/index.cfm?FuseAction=Abroad.ViewDocument&File_ID=166095
https://youtu.be/8UcKp6s7zG4


No. Please answer one of the given essay choices (A, B or C) in 400-600 words. Write the 

essay choice you are responding at the top of your essay. 

Can I exceed the essay word count? 

No. 

How many students apply for the Global UGRAD program in Uzbekistan annually? 

The total number of applicants from Uzbekistan varies each year. On average, the number of 

applicants exceeds 200 annually. 

 

How many students from Uzbekistan will be selected for 2018-2019 Global UGRAD 

program? 

Five finalists and four alternates will be selected for the 2018-19 Global UGRAD program from 

Uzbekistan. 

I have not yet finished my first semester as a first-year student at my university and I 

cannot provide grades. What should I do? 

First-year students who have not completed their first semester by the application deadline must 

provide grades from their final year of studies at a high school/lyceum/college (whichever 

applies). 

I am graduating my undergraduate studies in 2018. Can I apply for the 2018-2019 Global 

UGRAD Program? 

No. You need to have at least one semester or an equivalent term to complete at your home 

institution at the conclusion of the Global UGRAD program. The Global UGRAD program cannot 

be the final academic term of your undergraduate study. 

What’s the purpose of pre-academic English courses offered by Global UGRAD? 

Global UGRAD provides one semester of pre-academic English language training to students 

who need it. This will be determined by the UGRAD Selection Panel, World Learning and the 

U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Students needing pre-

academic English will receive English language training during the fall semester.  They will 

continue with coursework in their fields of study during the spring semester. 

How long is one semester in the United States? 

A semester at a U.S. university runs approximately 13 to 15 weeks. 

What is community service? 

Community service refers to unpaid work performed for the benefit of a particular community. 

Examples of community service activities include taking care of patients at a hospital, planting 



trees during an environmental campaign, helping organize a charity marathon, and giving free 

music lessons at an orphanage. 

Is community service a required program component? 

Yes. All Global UGRAD students are required to complete 20 hours of community service. 

Do the students have to participate in an internship? 

No. 

Can I choose my preferred U.S. host institution?  

No. Students cannot choose their host institution and will be placed at the most appropriate host 

institution based on students’ academic interests. 

Are the students expected to live on campus or off campus? 

All students are required to be housed in campus facilities with an American roommate. 

Can medical students apply for the program? 

Yes, all academic fields of study are eligible.  However, certain restrictions apply to those 

interested in medicine, nursing, veterinary medicine, pharmacology or other clinical fields of 

study. They are not allowed to conduct laboratory experiments or treat patients.  

Am I eligible to apply if I have lower grades in certain subjects at my home university? 

Yes. However, please note that Global UGRAD is a merit-based program, and applicants will be 

evaluated based on their level of academic achievement, as indicated by grades, leadership 

skills, and teacher recommendations.  

 

According to what criteria will applicants be selected? 

There’s no secret formula for selection. Applicants should meet all technical eligibility 

requirements. Selection will be based on a combination of many factors, including applicants’ 

level of academic standing, leadership qualities and commitment to local community 

development, as well as potential to serve as a cultural ambassador of their own country.  

Can I apply for another U.S. government exchange program (e.g. Fulbright Foreign 

Student Program) to pursue a master’s degree within two years of completing my Global 

UGRAD program? 

Yes. However, please note that if you apply for a U.S. government-funded exchange program to 

pursue a Master’s Degree (e.g. Fulbright Foreign Student Program), preference will be given to 

those who haven’t had previous U.S. exchange experience. 

 

I am planning to apply for the Summer Work and Travel program. Will that affect my 

chances of being selected as a Global UGRAD finalist?  



No. However, if you are selected for both programs, your participation in the Summer Work and 

Travel program may disrupt your application to Global UGRAD as there may be a scheduling 

conflict. You may be required to be present in Uzbekistan for your pre-departure orientation 

(PDO) and U.S. visa interview for the Global UGRAD program in summer 2018.   

I have applied for the DV lottery (Green Card). Am I eligible to apply for Global UGRAD?  

One of the key requirements of Global UGRAD is a commitment to returning to your home 

country upon completion of the program. Participation in the DV lottery demonstrates a 

willingness to live in the United States permanently. This may pose a difficulty in qualifying for a 

non-immigrant student visa. 
 

Do I need to have TOEFL/IELTS scores in order to apply for the Program? 

Not to apply. You will need TOEFL if selected as principal or alternate candidate. 

I already have an official TOEFL/IELTS score. Do I still have to take the TOEFL if I am 

selected as a finalist? 

Yes. Each finalist and alternate of the Global UGRAD program will be required to take the 

TOEFLiBT scheduled by the U.S. Embassy Tashkent. The Global UGRAD program will cover 

the cost of the TOEFLiBT.  

 

Do I have to upload the cover page of my grade book/official transcript? 

Yes. 

 

Is the J-1 visa (exchange student visa) guaranteed if I’m selected as a finalist? 

No. Visa adjudication is contingent on the Consular Officer’s decision on your visa application. 

Each Global UGRAD finalist must meet J-1 visa requirements.  

 

Do I have to provide a certificate of participation in extra-curricular activities? 

No. Provision of such certificates is not mandatory.   

Can my mother or uncle provide a letter of recommendation? 

No. Recommendations may not be from family members or friends.  

Can I bring a completed paper application to the Embassy? 

No. Paper applications are no longer accepted. You must apply online ONLY. 

If I am selected for the Global UGRAD program and travel to the United States for one 

semester, I will lose one academic year at my home university in Uzbekistan. Can the 

Global UGRAD program and the U.S. Embassy assist with credit transfers? 



No. The Global UGRAD program does not assist with credit transfers between participants’ host 

and home institutions. Any credit transfers are the sole responsibility of the participants. 

Does the program provide health insurance coverage for the participants? 

Health coverage is provided through the Accident and Sickness Program for Exchanges 

(ASPE). ASPE is a self-funded, limited health care benefit plan designed to pay covered 

medical expenses for eligible exchange participants. Covered medical expenses are subject to 

limitation and pre-existing conditions are not covered. This plan is not an insurance policy. 

Participants should carry additional medical insurance on their own.  

 


